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Dear Mr. Cosgrove:

As you are aware, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation commissioned
the consulting firm of Marshall, MacKlin and Monohan to study moisture
induced problems to NHA housing across Canada. Based on their findings
to date, it is readily apparent that a very serious problem of struc-
tural deterioration is predominant in electrically heated homes in

this Province. Officials of Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Corpor-
ation have been able to corroborate these findings by way of an '
“investigation of a number of their own rental housing units which
served to further confirm the seriousness of the problem and the need
for immediate remedial action.
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While investigations to date have not resul ted in any one cure-zll which
could be caonfidently employed to eliminate the problem, the interim
report of the consultents has odvised that the major contributors to
the condensation problems are, in fact, the living habits and Tifestyles
of the housing occupants. Clearly then it is essential that we must,
without delay, Taunch a publicity campaign to advise both homeowners and
tenants of the dewaye they a3y be ceausing and, more to the point, the
damsge they zre causing to the units thay SCCupy.
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The final report of Marshall, MacKliin and Monohan will, | understand,
define with some a8ccuracy the extent of the moisture problem’ and jtg
resulting damage to WHA financed or insured housing units, ! would
suggest to you that the number of units they identify as affected
will be byt only & very small percentage of the total number of uynirg

affected when one takes into account houses constructed under other

financing mechanisms as well as the many houses and apartment unjts

retrofitted under both the CHIF and COsp Programs, many of which are
suspectred to be suifering a similar plight.

While responsibility for this serious problem lies L0 an extent with
the homeowner, ‘we must not lose sight of the fact that both Federasl
and Provineial Governments have, for some time, been publicly
Bncouraging homeowners to conserve energy through increased insulation
and airtightness of thejr homes, jp light of this, the onus rests
with both Sovernments to tezke immadiate action and to this end | woiusld
suggest, without any delay, we launch a publicity campaign to advise
honeowners of the moisture problem and ways to eliminate it. Further-
mare, we sheuld be prepared to Provide exgertise and assistance to
homeowners and landlords to refurbish the damage caused by the nidden
molsture.

Yours very truly,
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